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Will This Dune 


The Indiana Dunes from Michigan City to Gary 
have been slowly but systematically destroyed over 
the years by the construction of three large steel 
mills, the Port of Indiana and to a lesser extent 
residential housing. 

Now, luxury apartment developers have gotten into 
the act. The men who brought the Mansard apart- 
ments to Griffith plan to flatten this sand dune in 
Miller, known to local residents as Hickory Hill, and 
built a 184-unit complex. 

Like their predecessors, the developers intend to 
sell over 200,000 cubic yards of sand at 50¢.a yard 
before construction begins. : 

The names of the owners of the land, who stand to 
benefit most from this windfall are concealed in a 
trust. A citizen’s group from Miller is protesting the 


Be Next? 


development and if they can force the issue to court, 
the members of the trust could be exposed. So far the 
trust has been represented by two front men and a 
lawyer. 

The intrigue extends to the Gary City Council, 
which last week deferred action on rezoning the sand 
dune for apartment dwellings until Dec. 21. The 
rezoning bill laid around for four years, after it was 
approved by the Gary Plan Commission, and reap- 
peared last month sponsored by City Council 
President John Armenta. 

Gary Planning Director Charles C, Allen told the 
council the bill should be refiled, but the council 
ignored his recommendation. Allen is opposed to 
approval of the bill in its present form. 


THERE WERE TWO MORE DEATHS AT A 
GATELESS RAILROAD CROSSING IN DYER LAST 
FRIDAY. IN LAKE COUNTY, THERE ARE 97 
SUCH CROSSINGS, 
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Pension Reform 


To Be Major 


by George Bogdanich 


Pension reform will be a big 
issue this coming year if major 
steps to correct grievances are 
either postponed or water down 
in Congress. A recent Supreme 
Court decision decided six to one 
against allowing unions to file 
grievances on behalf of pen- 
sioners whose pension promises 
have been violated, This leaves 


issue lies the human tragedy 
which has become apparent to 
increasing numbers of 
Americans. The tragedy occurs 
when a lifetime accumulation of 
funds disappears because of 
mishandling, company mergers 
or fraud. 

To Nader, the core of the 
problem is the fact that “most 
private pension plans are now 
directed by persons that are only 
minimally accountable to the 


reform in the hands of Congress 

A people whose interests they are 

and the President. ; supposed to serve. The majority 

j According to a recent article by of retirement funds are ad- 

& sue n Ralph Nader in The Progressive, ministered by bank trust 
some members of Congress 


report that pension grievances 
rank second to Vietnam as a 
subject of constituent mail. 
Beyond the obvious political 
implications of this powerful 


departments; less than a third of 

the funds are managed by in- 

surance companies; and a small 

proportion are run by in- 
t trustees.” 


Huge concentrations of pen- 
sions are in the hands of the 
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Health Care A Right? 


>= 


Free Clinic P 


by Sandra Lapham 
(Editor’s Note: City Editor 
Sandra Lapham is also a 


registered nurse and has worked - 


at a number of Lake County 
hospitals. This is the first in a 
series of periodic articles Mrs. 
Lapham will be writing on health~ 
problems in Lake County and 
efforts being made to correct 
them.) 

In spite of innovations in the 
various city public health 
departments in Lake County, the 
limited scope and funding of such, 
programs does not allow them to 
service all the people who cannot 
afford the increasingly high cost, 
of medical treatment. 

There are some facilities 
available, such as veneral 
disease control centers and 
immunization programs for 
school age children. Yet the 
major and often most important 
medical needs of most of the 
public are not being met. 

For instance, a pregnant 
mother who cannot afford nine 
months of visits to an obstetrician 
often must go without pre-natal 
care. Lack of pre-natal care can 


both the mother and unborn 
child. 


Lean irreparable damage to 


Furthermore, few facilities are 
available for care of a new born 
infant. A well-baby clinic could 
provide monthly check-ups, 
immunizations, nutritional ad- 
vice and other services. 

A number of politicians have 
recently proposed several dif- 
ferent health care programs for 
the nation. But they are of little 


*-help to the mother who walks into 


her kitchen and finds her child 
drinking poison. 


Few people are aware that | 


nearly every hospital has a 
poison control center that can 
provide immediate instructions 
in such a crisis situation. This 
phone number and other 
emergency medical information 
should be printed in the telephone 
book, alongside the police and 
fire department numbers. 
Unfortunately, many medical 
tests and treatments have today 
become luxuries, Homes and 
hospitals for the elderly have 
been reported less sanitary than 
transient hotels, Lower income 
families often suffer from 
diseases and afflications that 
could have been discovered and 
cured through periodic check-ups 
and tests over the years. And 
even people with money find the 


VARIOUS SCENTS 


POSTERS*PIPES*PAPERS & OTHER HEADGEAR 


roposed | 


waiting lists long at mental 
health facilities. 

An increasing number of 
people in the United States think 
proper medical care is a right 
and not a privelege. They ad- 
vocate the development of a 
system of free health care cen- 
ters. Opposition is predicted from 
certain doctors and doctors 
associations, since the service 
would be free. 

The Calumet Community 
Congress of Lake County is 
laying the groundwork for such a 
facility to be located in Indiana 
Harbor. Such a facility would 
include a modest out-patient 
clinic, general helath education 
information, a drug addiction 
center, suicide prevention, 
abortion consultation, dental 
care, diabetic clinic and 
assistance for alcoholics. 

The money to set up such a 
program will probably come 
from a foundation, possibly the 
National Urban Coalition in 
Washington, D.C. 

Similar free helath clinics are 
being set up all over the country. 
The Woodlawn Organization in 
Chicago has a functioning and 
largely successful facility 
operating now. 
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Blaw-Knox Strike 
Enters Third Month 


Since Oct. 6, some 1250 striking 
steelworkers at Blaw-Knox 
foundry in East Chicago, have 
weathered cold, lack of funds and 
most of all, a stubborn company 
while holding out for a better 
contract. 

Negotiations between United 
Steelworkers Local 1026 and 
Blaw-Knox, which is owned by 
White Consolodated Industries, 
are snagged over length of the 
contract and reorganization of 
the pension fund. 

Blaw-Knox offered the union a 
one-year contract with a 30¢ 
hourly increase. The union wants 
a contract similar to the one the 
USWA singed with Big Steel Aug. 
1, which provides a $1 an hour 
increase over three years and a 
cost-of-living escalator. The last 
contract, which expired Oct. 6, 
stretched over a three year 
period. 

Local 1026 charged Blaw-Knox 
with unfair labor practices and 
overt harrassment as a result of 
the company’s offer. The union is 
particularly concerned over 
the pension requirements the 
company says they must accept 


In light of the fact that there 
are about 34,000 private pension 
plans with combined assets 
totaling $137 billion, the following 
facts may be considered start- 
ling: 

1) More than half the nation’s 
private work force, works for a 
company or union which does not 
have a pension plan. 


before negotiations can resume. 

That offer calls for a decen- 
tralization of the present pension 
plan, with one or two plants 
forming their own fund, instead 
of contributing to one general 
fund. Since pension plans are 
based on total man-hours, a 
healthy median would be more 
difficult to maintain under the 
new system, especially if one 
plant suffered periodic lay-offs. 
The plan benefits the hourly wage 
earner only if his plant is 
operating a near-full capacity, It 
is also possible that such a plan 
could eliminate severance pay. 

The union also sees the one- 
year contract offer as a step 
backwards. Luther Jenkins, 
president of Local 1026, explained 
that it would be far more difficult 
to get a $l-an-hour increase over 
three years by negotiating on a 
yearly basis. He added that 
without a cost-of-living clause, 
maintaining a decent standard of 
living would be even more dif- 
ficult. 

“We're dealing with people 
(top management) who have a 


2) Up te one half of all persons 
participating in private pension 
plans may not receive benefits 
when they retire because they 
change jobs, because their plans 
are terminated before they 
retire, or because there is in- 
sufficient fund basis to receive 
the funds they have been 
promised. 

3) More than half of all persons 


very low moral standard and can 
often be vicious,” Jenkins said. 
“I’m not against their making 
money, but while a lot of them 
make over $100,000 a year, they 
still do everything they can to 
prevent us from making a decent 
wage.” 

Blaw-Knox and its parent 
company, White Consolodated 
Industries, are considered by 
many labor union negotiators, to 
be among the stingiest and 
toughest of managements. Blaw- 
Knox is the third largest industry 
in East Chicago, after Inland 
Steel Co. and Youngstown Sheet 
and Tube. 

The men on the picket lines are 
determined to fight what they 
consider a union-busting con- 
tract. Two weeks ago Blaw-Knox 
attempted to ship out some rolled 
steel that had been finished 
before the strike began. A 
number of strikers stopped the 
trucks and the drivers honored 
the picket line. 

“We worked on that product,” 


who are eligible for private 
pension plans will receive less 
than $1,000 per year. 

4) Many pension plans fail to 
provide any benefits for 
dependent widows or widowers, 
or provide only meager benefits. 

5) Pension fund ad- 
ministrators have been known to 
misuse funds and to make unwise 
investments. 


New School Financing Plan 
Proposed For Indiana 


A plan to provide equal 
statewide financing of schools 
was proposed this week by the 
Indiana State School Superin- 
tendent's office. The plan would 
do away with the practice of 
funding the schools almost 
completely by local property tax. 
However, this system of finan- 
cing was declared un- 
constitutional by the California 
Supreme Court because of the 
uneven funding it provides from 
district to district. 

Under the proposed Indiana 
plan, an equal property tax levy 
would provide an equal amount of 
money for the education of each 
child in the state. Any inequality 
between the amount raised 


locally and the amount needed to 
provide basic educational needs 
would be provided by state funds. 


If the plan is adopted by the 
legislature, the state would 
provide 61% of the funds needed 
for education. A $2.60 property 
tax levy would raise $700 for each 
pupil on a statewide basis. 


The 1972 legislative session 
may decide to finance two-thirds 
of the cos! of education in the 
state through statewide taxes 
Under the proposed plan, the 
state would spend about $250 
million more per year and 
schools with average assessed 
valuation per pupil would-receive 
two-thirds of their funding from 


the state. 

Schools with higher assessed 
valuation would receive less than 
two-thirds aid and schools with 
lower assessed valuations would 
receive enough to bring them up 
to a minimum standard. 

The average now is about 
$10,500 assessed valuation per 
pupil with the actual figures 
varying from $2,700 per pupil in 
the poorest districts to $70,000 in 
the richest. 

This plan of financing would 
attempt to balance the inequities 
in school finances from district to 
district and help to provide 
enough available funds te provide 
more equal educational facilities 
for each child in the state. 
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explained one striker,"’ and the 
company would have been 
making money off our work while 
we're on strike. We wanted to 


relatively few who manage bank 
trust. A major problem is that the 
bank need only be accountable to 
the company or the union with 
whom it maintains a certain trust 
fund, 

The banks which pay the 
pension benefits are not ac- 
countable to beneficiaries of the 
fund nor are they presently 
within the jurisdiction of any 
federal regulatory agency which 
would see that abuses of 
responsibility do not occur 

Conflicts of interest are almost 
inevitable when companies or 
unions retain power over funds. 
Under the existing system banks 
tend to ‘!go along” with wishes of 
the company or unions in order to 
keep the fund from being trans- 
ferred to a competing in- 
stitution. The companies which 
retain control: over pension 
benefits are sometimes the 
largest single stockholder in a 
given institution as is the case, 
for instance, with Inland Steel 
which is the largest single 
stockholder in the First National 
Bank of Chicago. 

The most important changes 
which Ralph Nader recommends 
in dealing with the important 
problems of the present pension 
system are as follows: 

1) Creation of a pension 
system‘‘which gives the 
beneficiary discretion over 
where his pension funds are to be 
deposited, just as he now exer- 
cises a choice in depositing his 
savings.”’ Under this system 
employers would continue to 
receive a tax deduction for such 
contributions but money would be 
deposited in a fund chosen by the 
employee. 

2) The funds would be 
regulated by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, which 
would be expected and em- 
powered to exercise “‘at least as 
much vigilance as it now does 
over the stock market. 

3) Pension funds would be 
insured by the government in the 
same way that savings funds are 
now insured. 

4) Decision making concerning 
funding would be democratized. 
The directors of the fund would 


Pension Reform 
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stop the shipment of that product. 
We're going to stay out here until 
we get what we want.” 


cont. from page | 


be elected by the members of the 
retirement fund and would be 
responsible to the wishes of the 
members. 

The Nader plan for pension 
reform is considered one of th 
most comprehensive or the 
subject. 

As of today most major plans of 
pension reform have been thwart- 
ed. A bill sponsored by Sen- 
ator Hartke which contained 
the key provision of government 
insurance on pensions never 
passed through the House of 
Representatives. 

President Nixon’s position on 
pension reform has varied. 
Originally believed to be a “high 
priority” item for the Nixon 
program, it was reportedly 
moved to “low priority” : after 
confidential meetings between 
industry represnetatives and 
treasury officials. Directly 
following a blast by a highly 
publicized meeting of senior 
citizens on aging the president 
announced what has been con- 
sidered by some pension refor- 
mers as a very modest attempt to 
deal with present problems for 
the retired. 

The bill proposes a tax 
deduction of up to $1.500 a year or 
20% of an indivuduals income for 
private or employer financed 
pensions. The government would 
set up a minimum “‘vesting”’ 
standard under which any 
worker who resigned or changed 
jobs or was dismissed would be 
guaranteed at least 50% of the 
benefits he had accumulated in a 
pension plan. 

The bill is given a fair chance 
for approval. 

There are many in both the 
House and Senate however who 
will certainly feel the bill is 
deficient as the bill does not 
provide government insurance 
for pensioner’s lifetime ac- 
cululated benefits in the event of 
a company's collapse or 
misappropriation of funds. 

Regardless of the outcome 
retirement and pension reform 
will be a major issue in 1972. 
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railroads 
vs. people 


by George Sullivan 


While I might agree with the Zero Population Growth people that our 
population is growing too fast, I am not happy with the railroads’ 
method of solving the problem. For more than a hundred years, the 
railroads have been killing people with statistical regularity. I am not 
going to deal with figures here except to say that nearly every living 
person in Lake County has known at least one dead person who was 
killed by a train, The fact that this is true of automobile traffic also 
does not exonerate the railroads because there are measures 
available which would make railroad slaughter a thing of the past. 

Blue collar workers have a saying about certain businesses-“‘they 
have a license to steal’’ because so many gimmicks are used to 
separate the working man from his paycheck. What is not often 
mentioned is that corporations such as railroads also have a permit to 
kill. 

Our attempts to stop this killing are met with the stock answer that 
“it costs too much money to implement effective safety measures.” 
After all, the railroad is in business to make a profit. 1 once knew a 
man whose business was armed robbery and he used to say that his 
only motivation for robbing people was to make a profit too, but he 
killed someone and is now doing a life sentence. In his case the judge 
did not feel that killing for profit was justified. 

Another argument that is often used to defend railroads is that 
everyone knows that trains are dangerous and so we should simply 
Stay out of their way. How would the public react if we applied that 
argument to mad dogs, maniacs with loaded guns, drunken drivers 
and countless other things that are known to be dangerous. 

T believe that the time has come to stop making excuses for careless 
killing in the name of profit and I feel that whatever measures are 
necessary to stop this killing will be justified. 

I was raised in a small rural community and I was taught that this 
was a Christian nation that placed God’s teachings above everything 
else, There are those who laugh and say that God is dead. If this is 
true, the epitaph on his tombstone probably reads: ‘Here lies God, 
Killed by a freight train.” 
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Teamster Fights Union, Company 


\ 


On November 30, 1967, Artim 
Transportation System, Inc., of 
Hammond, fired Everett W. 
Batcheller, a member of 
Teamsters Local 142, for alleged 
theft of company property. 
Batcheller retained an attorney 
from the Gary Legal Aid Society 
to investigate the ‘‘theft’ and to 
represent him at the grievance 
hearing following his firing. 

Batcheller claimed Local 142 
did little to support him beyond 
the formality of grievance 
procedures. He was not rehired 
by Artim for over three years, 
and only then after a series of 
court battles with both Artim and 
Local 142. 

At one point during that time, 
when Lake County had a near job 
surplus, Batcheller was declared 
“unemployable in the region.” 

The events amounted to what 
Batcheller calls ‘‘union-company 


logrolling” — an informal con: - 


spiracy to prevent him from 
working for a living and for union 
reform, 

Throughout much of 1967 
Batcheller helped organize the 
Fraternal Association of Con- 


cerned Teamsters, a group - 


dedicated to union reform and the 
overthrow of the regular union 
leadership. 

That leadership had become 
something of a family heirloom, 
handed over in 1964 to Donald 
Sawochka from his father Mike 
Sawochka, who had organized the 
local. Elections in the local were 
said to amount to “nothing more 
than a white ballot for the 
Sawochka’s recommended 
slate.’ Donald Sawochka was 
Secretary- ‘pipet ‘7 the local. 


e Concerned” a Veabiaters 
charged the local with 
negotiating contracts not only 
favorable to management, but 
weak in the areas of pension, 
health and welfare benefits. 
Furthermore, Union stewards 
had for years been appointed by 
union officials and the Concerned 
Teamsters considered this an 
undemocratic tradition. 


PLASTIC OR FABRIC 


Batcheller was a central figure 
in what the Local 142 leadership 
described as a movement of 
“rebels’’. 

The Artim company claimed 
that Batcheller had stolen a 
tarpaulin. He was fired while on 
medical leave of absence. Artim, 
however, never filed criminal 
charges against Batcheller. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board found the testimony of 
Artim officials, who claimed to 
have discovered and 
photographed the tarp, and 
detectives from the Lake County 
Sheriff's Department, who in- 
vestigated the “robbery’’, to be 
contradictory and bordering on 


perjury. 

The NLRB ordered Artim to 
rehire Batcheller in September, 
1968, The Seventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals upheld the decision. 
Artim tried to appeal the ruling to 
the United States Supreme Court, 
but their position was denied. 

Batcheller was not rehired 
until December 29, 1970. 

The NLRB also ordered Artim 
to pay Batcheller’s back wages. 
Artim is still fighting that 
decision, as the figure ap- 
proaches $40,000 after four years. 


Batcheller filed a million dollar 
lawsuit against Donald 
Sawochka, Secretary-Treasurer 
of Local 142, on September 24, 
1969. The suit charged that 
Sawochka referred to Batcheller 
as “a proven thief’ at a union 
meeting November 8, 1968, 
during a discussion of Bat- 
cheller's veinstatement in the 
union. The NLRB had found the 
charges of theft against Bat- 


_ cheller to be unsubstantiated two 
months earlier. 


Sawochka was equitted of 


slander charges this fall. His © 


attorney argued that discussions 
at union meetings were 
“privileged communication” and 
therefore immune to prosecution. 


Batcheller points out that 
Artim and Local 142 willingly 
provided witnesses and evidence 
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for each other in court. 

John Harkema, chief truck 
dispatcher for Artim, testified in 
Sawochka’s behalf. He recalled 
stumbling onto Batcheller’s 
property in rural Lowell while 
duck hunting in November of 1967 
and discovering the tarpaulin. 
Harkema had also testified at the 
NLRB hearing concerning the 
“stolen tarpaulin”. 

A Local 142 official testified at 
the NLRB hearing concerning 
Batcheller’s back wages that 
work was plentiful during 1967- 
1970. Artim argued that they did 
not owe Batcheller back pay 
because he could have easily 
found a steady job. 

The NLRB trial examiner 
agreed that Lake County was 
“not a depressed area.” 

‘However, the problems 
Batcheller faced in finding 
employment was not due to any 
lack of diligence on his part, but 
to the difficulties he encountered 
through the Indiana State Em- 
ployment Security Division 
which had contacts with the 
greatest number of employers in 
the area, and also to the op- 
position of the Union (Local 142), 
which had contracts with many of 
the same employers,” 

In 1968 alone, Batcheller ap- 
plied for work with 28 different 
companies and made 22 visits to 
the ISESD. He did not find a job 
until December 23, 1968. 

M.W. Ruddell, general 
manager of the Hammond ISESD 
office, stated that he had read 
about Batcheller’s ‘case’ and 
given all the controversy 
surrounding it, he considered 
Batcheller “unemployable in the 


region”. - 
~ Ruddell told Batcheller that the 
ISESD could not ‘‘put pressure” 
on companies that refused to hire 
him. For instance, Batcheller 
applied for a job at the Inland 
Steel Company in 1968 after 
reading a newspaper ad- 
vertisement. He was not hired, 
although his 18-year-old son, 
Robert, was. 

The NLRB trial examiner also 


noted that during 1968 when he 
could not find a job, Batcheller 
had remained active in that 
Fraternal Association of Con- 
cerned Teamsters, The Con- 
cerned Teamsters entered a slate 
of candidates in the Local 142 
election in December, 1968. 

The Concerned Teamsters lost 
the 1968 election and lost again in 
November, 1971. But they feel 
their movement is attracting an 
increasing number of dissatisfied 
Teamsters and point out that 
theirs is the first serious, 
organized challenge to the 
“Sawochka regime" in the 
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history of the local. 

Everett Batcheller does not 
plan to appeal the decision in his 
lawsuit against Donald 
Sawochka, He does plan to 
continue his work for union 
reform. He has his job back and 
will wait patiently until Artim 
has examined the appeal process 
over his back wages. 

After the Sawochka trial he 
quietly told a reporter that ‘we'll 
fight until we get the represen- 
tation we deserve for the dues we 
pay.” 
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by Francine Moscove 


“According to current legal 
thinking’ students in public 


schools have all the constitutional. 


rights guaranteed any citizen of 
the United States” said attorney 
Ron Ellberger at a Dec. 8 
meeting of the American Civil 
Liberties Union on the topic 
“Student Rights and the Law.” 
Ellberger, an attorney for 
Indianapolis Legal Services, went 
. on to say that “these rights 
cannot be taken away trom any 
person in school,” 

He spoke about violations of 
student’s rights and the con- 
troversy in the courts over the 
past few years relating to dress 
codes and other areas of 
students’ rights. 

Mr. Ellberger deals with legal 
cases concerning students’ rights 
in the Indianapolis area. He 
discussed several areas which 
are under examination by the 
courts and the legal profession, 
Among them: 

— Schools must follow 
Federal guidelines for programs 
such as Title I lunch programs no 
matter what administrative 
inconveniences they entail. 

— A new law, which may be 
effective as of August of 1972, 
would give parents and students 
the right to challenge curriculum 
requirements and have a hearing 
within ten days. 

— Teachers have all con- 
stitutional rights under the law 
and cannot be fired without a 
hearing. 

—Corporal punishment has not 
been challenged in the courts and 
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— A bill pending in the 
legislature creating a procedure 
of due process in suspension 
eases. A student would be 
allowed a hearing by an im- 
partial examiner after suspen- 
sion and if the suspension was 
found invalid, all records of the 
suspension would have to be 
destroyed and the student’s 
grades reinstated, The hearing 
would be after suspension to give 
administrators power where the 
“gravity of the offense is such 
that it warrants immediate 
suspension.” 

— All dress codes are un- 
constitutional in our jurisdiction, 
the seventh circuit. This includes 
rules regarding length of hair, 


emblems of private clubs and - 


commercial insignia. 

— The Constitutional rights of 
freedom of the press and freedom 
to petition extends to the schools. 
Petitions and pamphlets may be 
distributed in the school building 
any time during the day except 
during times when they disturb 
classes. 

— Students have freedom of 
assembly and may call meetings 
using any unassigned room 
during a time when most students 
are not in class. 

— Married students have all 
the rights of single students. Any 
rules taking away these rights, 
such as forbidding them to 
participate in extra-curricular 
activities, are illegal. 

— Pregnant women, married 
or unmarried, have equal 
protection under the law. It is not 
legal to force them to go to night 
school, or to have a home tutor, 


Address: 
Ch ty:_ 


Mailing Adareas: 


3883 Broadway 


may be unconstitutional. 

In the panel discussion 
following Mr. Ellberger’s speech 
it was mentioned that truancy is 
often used as an excuse to “‘phase 
out” a slow student who is then 
sent to a boy’s or girl’s detention 
home where they receive little or 
no education, training, or 
rehabilitation and are sometimes 
started on a life of crime and 
hostility towards society. 

It was stated that taking away 
astudent’s rights is often the first 
step in encouraging the kind of 


unless they wish to do so. 

— Students who have not or 
cannot pay book rental or other 
fees cannot be suspended, sent 
home from school, denied report 
eards, or in any way harassed 
by teachers or administrators. A 
student cannot be punished for 
what parents do or refuse to do. 
This constitutes violation of equal 
protection under the law no 
matter what the parents’ reasons 
for refusal to comply with school 
regulations may be. 
hostility that can create a drop- 
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Buses Still Stalled 


The city councils of East 
Chicago and Hammond are 
continuing to have difficulty 
agreeing on a plan to provide bus 
service for their citizens. Several 
city councilmen and civic groups 
in each city had hoped some form 
of service could be provided for 
pre-Christmas shoppers. 

It now appears that a plan will 
not be activated until next year. 
Hammond ‘and East Chicago 
have been without a permanent 
form of public transportation 
since July. 

At December 13 council 
meetings in both cities, at least 
one councilman from each city 
accused the other of ham- 
stringing the bus service plan. 
Each is apparently waiting for 
the other to act. 


Phone: 884-4590 


Gary, Indiana 4640973 


The Hammond council 
defeated a plan to spend its 
already approved $15,000 bus 
subsidy to provide service for the 
holidays, regardless of what East 
Chicago decided. Hammond city 
attorney Frank A.J. Stodola, who 
argued for the emergency 
maneuver, was reportedly 
“exasperated”. 

The East Chicago city council, 
meanwhile, has not had the op- 
portunity to vote on an ap 
propriations ordinance. The 
council approved the subsidized 
bus service concept Sept. 24, and 
was anxious to act further Dec, 
13. 

City Attorney Jay Given, 
however, has not yet written an 
ordinance appropriating bus 
service funds, Councilman Jesse 


Student Rights Defined 


out, Some members of the panel 
seemed to think that haras- 
sment of students who are 
exercising their legal rights can 
create a lack of respect for law on 
the part of the student. 

At the conclusion of the 
discussion one member of the 
panel commented: “It seems 
strange that the schools, which 
are training grounds for future 
citizens of a democratic society, 
are often tyrannies. There is a 
contradiction between their 
purpose and the way they are 
run.” 


Gomez suggested the city council 
order him to do so. 

Given was not present at the 
meeting and has apparently 
offered no reason for his inaction 
either to the city council or to the 
press. 

None of the councilmen were 
sure why East Chicago has not 
decided on some reciprocal 
arrangement with Hammond. 

Councilman George 
Cvitkovich, however, said the 
Hammond city council is 
responsible for the lag and 
suggested East Chicago set up a 
plan independent of Hammond, 

To complete the confusion, 
Hammond city attorney Stodola 
said he and Given will continue to 
work on a bus service proposal 
for next year, 
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Norman Mailer wrote poetry? 
Yes, there is a small collection of 
poems and non-poems that were 
written back in 1962 but have 
been just recently published. In 
Mailer’s first and perhaps only 
f attempt at poetry, he borrowed a 
| great deal, formwise, form ¢.e. 
cummings. Mailer, in his in- 
troduction, admits he has 
sacrificed music, power, rush of 
language and even meter to 
achieve special cinematic effects 
in placing his lines on the pages 
and the bizarre use of repetition. 

The author has sacrificed a 
great deal, if one is to judge 
Death For The Ladies by poet- 
ie standards, Yet for those who 
enjoy Norman Mailer’s prose or 
are provoked by his themes, this 
book will be well worth reading. 
_| The attempt to bring images into 

' a film-like pattern seems con- 
_ trived but the humor of the lines 

and the strikingness of some of 
’ the imagery is not. The themes 
treated in some of Mailer’s best 
novels and essays such as An 
American Dream, The 
Presidential Papers, Cannibals 
and Christiams and The Prison- 
ner of Sex, make up the core of 
Deaths for the Ladies. 

As in prose, Mailer’s poetry is 
an act of aggression, a 
swaggering prose, a druken 
daring come-on, an invitation to 


trig 
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William Turner 
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match egos, and a sentimental 
confession. The author put it this 
way: 


Poems 
should be like pins 
which prick the skin 
of boredom. 
and leave 
a glow 
equal in its pride 
to the gait 
of the sadist 
who stuck 
the pin 
and walked away 
Deaths for the Ladies was 
written during a period of crisis 
and a turning point in the life of 
Norman Mailer. During the 
fifteen months that the book was 
written, Mailer had stabbed his 
wife, spent a brief period of time 
in jail and was confined to 
Bellyue hospital for alcoholism. 
Hence the title. It was during this 
period of relative inactivity that 
was followed by a period of 
strengthening in his prose which 
marked the beginning of his 
attempt take his battles with the 
opposite sex into his writing. 
Up till the time of these poems, 
Norman Mailer’s view of 
Manhood was exemplified by 
Hemingway-type heroes who 
fought and drank lustily. With the 
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Mailer= Poetry? 


suicide of Hemingway, (to whom 
one of Mailer’s best poems was 
dedicated) as well as the author’s 
own violent act, the dark and less 


pleasant side of the action hero 
figures increasingly in the 
author’s writing. The symbols 
which appear later in prose are 
all here in poetry; women as 
witches, men as canibals and 
Christians, the prevalence of 
cancer, and the “harbors of the 
moon.” 

Mailer is best, though, when he 
is humorous. It is also when he is 
least pretensuous, The one, two, 
and three liners are entertaining, 
as are his social and political 
satires. The best is called ‘To the 
ghost of his late highness the 
Senator” (Senator Joseph Mc- 
Carthy). 

There are perhaps two or three 
outstanding poems which have 
surrived the author's disregard 
for meter and music; they are: 
“Repetition kills the soul’, The 
Murderer said’, and “‘to the 
lower classes’’. For these poems, 
and for the originality and in- 
tensity of some Norman Mailer's 
other verse Deaths for the 
Ladies and other disasters is well 
worth reading. 
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William Turner was an FB] agent from 1951 to 1961 tiie i illi 
: ge from several big cases: the Dillinge 
He worked through the decade of McCarthy and shootout, the Lindberghs. the Nazi shies, the 
Eisenhower, the years in which American political Rosenbergs-these are the main supports of the FBI 
oka eben alc aeran ee. a peak. Almost legend. 
immediately after joining the Bureau he was harshly _{¢ js simply incredible to learn that from 1924 to th 
. - le 
reprimanded for misinterpreting the labyrinthine middle Sixties Hoover flatly denied the existence of 
code that governs everything from the way an agent organized crime in America. He has always been 
pry meat to the way he kicks ina door ona raid. more interested in ferreting out political radicals 

n ) ng er a rationality and general than in taking on the syndicate; he has spent most of 
common sense brought him into conflict with every his five-decade reign convincing decent Americans of 
one of his superiors, including Hoover himself. “the creeping threat of Communism.” (It is 
__ His former ‘‘inside”’ position allows him to describe universally acknowledged within the FBI that 
in a manner that is at once theoretical and specific Hoover’s simplistic familiarity with Soviet Com- 
the clumsy machinations of one of our most in- muynism stops with Stalin.) 
ayn “ry autonomous Lr rg This obsession with communism is the generating 

and over again Turner makes clear the principle behind the most important, most influential 

central fact of the FBI; it is (and has been for 47 single possession of the FBI: the Files. Everyone who 

rou i aap oo pe personality of has ever done anything the least bit persnickety is in 

= ; , incorporating his petty bitchiness, these files: student radicals, old time Wobblies, civil 

is megalomania, his hypersensitivity to criticism, rights workers, peace groups, labor leaders, mem- 

ea sy or numbness to the complex morality of hers of the Senate and the House, their friends, their 
aan ' rocers—all ; 

Hoover has painstakingly erected a wall of myth . diiere ave desl roa millions of Americans, most 
oe hi 0 around ye ts and its work, The myth of them containing information no self-respecting 
is strong enough to afford protection from the public, gossip columnist would touch. How has this hap- 
Congressional, and even Presidential criticism. pened? How have we allowed ourselves to be 
hie r Pgpetend pie) the way this wall was manipulated by this stout, stubborn man who spends 
ws ed el : - ae through expert his days talking to Boy Scout groups and American 

ion of public relations, the press, and Legion conventions and his nights watching 
— agiies age oem as educational filmstrips, television? 
pamphlets, books, and movies, createdin the Thirties Turner lays it all out, step by step, all the pho 
ydepe: the pen halhnahy abo unstoppable ‘statistics (used to secure "hele sid een a 
ra t law enforcement outfit in the country. propriations), all the melodrama, all the manic 
te oe Pa FBI does very little; most of the bureaucracy, the Efrem Zimbalist TV shows, the 
— Cor become involved with are tame and judicrous Ten Most Wanted lists full of transient, 
ring. The detective squad of any metropolitan scarred nobodies while syndicate bosses live in quiet 
police force hnndles as many “violent” crimes syburbs--it is all here. : 
te pedeegat _— va manslaughter, etc.) ‘Turner writes with a low-key, conversational ease 
sii : ae e je gag a hat Though he is not a literary man, he delivers his in- 
squeez maximum amount of formation adequately, never letting his stylistic 
means overshadow his ends. One gets the same 
feeling reading this book that Dorothy must have had 
when she lifted the curtain and saw the flustered old 
coot who was the reality behind the Wizard. 
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Be Creative and Save 


oy Gary Stamper 

Utilization of what your neigh- 
bor discards and a touch of 
ingenuity can go a long way these 
days toward stretching your 
household dollar. The reward of 
saving money and the self- 
satisfaction of creativity is on the 
increase. 

Mrs. Vera Heneghan of Gary is 
a working housewife and has 
little time to devote to home and 


Onve 


family. Nevertheless, she has 
reworked discarded items into 
objects of lasting beauty and 
practicality for the home. Two of 
her more clever creations are a 
‘*home-made”’ swivel chair cover 
and coffee table: 

- » Mrs. Heneghan found the 
materials for her swivel chair 
cover by rummaging around for 
awhile at Chicago Wool Clip- 
pings, Inc. in Chicago. She was 


more it is that magic time of 


year when killing pauses and children’s 


voices can 


son, made 


be heard. It is the gentle sea- 
poignant by its brevity, giving 


us each twelfth month a glimpse of the 


possibilities of man — his capacity to re- 


alize that 


all men are his brothers, that 


all children are his children. It is the 
joyful season shared by all mankind in 


the ferven 
This 


pray that 


t hope of a bright new year. 


year, somehow, let us fervently 


something very basic has 


changed, that peace has actually begun, 


not to be turned aside or placated by 


the yearly 


token of a few short days, and 


that man will truly embrace man so that 


human dignity can prevail. 


Downtown 


755 Vroad« ay 


Village 
Shopping Center 


able to purchase the necessary 
materials for 60¢ a pound. Dacron 
or nylon are suggested. A few ; 
tacks and a hammer completed 
the project. 

-- The home-made coffee . 
table was orginally a folding leaf 
kitchen table and was rescued 
from a junk pile. Aluminum paint 
will cover any varnish so it won’t 
bleed through and provides an 
excellent base for whatever type 
of paint you might choose to use 
later. 

Mrs. Heneghan says rummage 
sales are a good source of subject 
material for creative genius, She 
also passed on these helpful hints 
for around the house: 

--A strip of aluminum foil 
between the pad and cover of an 
ironing board retains moisture 
from a steam iron, saves elec- 
tricity, and makes ironing three 
times faster and easier. 

-- A medium grit silicon 
carbide paper (waterproof 
Sandpaper available at any 
hardware store) cleans cooking 
utensils faster, easier and 
cheaper than soapy steel wool 
pads. It also removes rust from 
tools. 


: 


This is the first of what is hoped 
to be a series of articles about 
household short-cuts, money- 
savers and interesting projects. 
Anyone who has a household hint 
concerning cooking, pets, gar- 
dening, re-cycling or whatever is 
invited to send it to The Catalyst 
and we'll pass it on to our 
readers. 


BY DON(GT)WILLIAMS and HERB LAVELLE 


The first half of the duck season 
in Indiana ran from Oct. 30 to 
Dec.8. The second half will begin 
Dec. 24 and end Jan. 2, as will the 
coot season. The second half of 
the goose season is Dec. 18 to Jan. 
9 


The first half of the duck season 
looked good, but unseasonably 
warm weather didn’t produce the 
crop of ducks in this area that we 
were expecting. 

Nevertheless, the second half 
of the season could be very good. 
If you intend to hunt duck on the 
last two days of the season, you'll 
have to purchase a 1972 hunting 
license and duck stamp. And be 
sure your shotgun is plugged to 
hold only three shells. 

If you plan to hunt at Willow 
Slough or another state operated 
game refuge, here is what you 
should do: 

1. You must have three people 
in your party to draw for a blind 
or goose pit. Each hunter must 
have a valid hunting license and a 
federal duck stamp. 


2. If you want to take a 


youngster with you, he too must 
have the proper hunting license 

3. Drawing for pits and blinds 
and duck stamp. ; 


‘BLINDS ¢ ~~~ 


MARSHES 


is held at 4:30 a.m. 
headquarters building. 

4. If you draw a pit or blind it 
will cost each hunter $1. 

5. Above all, remember gun 
safety and obey the gun laws. 

What else can you hunt now? 

Rabbits are in season in the 
north zone until Jan. 21 and until 
Jan. 31 in the south zone, The line 
separating the north and south 
zones is U. S. 40 east of In- 
dianapolis and U. S. 36 to the 
west, 

We've been hunting in both 
zones and have found there are a 
few more rabbits in the south 
zone. However, rabbits are not 
too plentiful in either zone. 


at the 


Pheasant season ends Dec. 21 
in the north zone and Dec. 31 in 
the south, There seem to be a 
good number of pheasant this 
year. However, they're hard to 
flush unless you've got a good 
bird dog. Some beagle hounds 
can do it, but it makes for a tough 
shot. 

Quail season has ended in the 
north, but will run in the south 
until Dec. 31. The limit is 10 birds 
a day. That's about it for this 
week. 
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